How does the LOTWA auction work?
Frequently Asked Questions
(and then some…)


SUMMARY:  All of the silent auction items are displayed in the Shalom CLC (Community Life Center, at the other end of the building).  Bidders walk around the displays and write down their bids, using their bidder number as identification. (Bidder numbers are assigned at check-in which is located in the narthex, the hallway right outside the church doors.) If someone wants to bid higher, they write down a new bid on the next line of the bid sheet. 

Buddy Moorehouse, has been our master of ceremonies who “shuts down” the tables at intervals.  Bidding is closed.  High bidders find out after the entertainment if they won an item at “check-out”.  

Guests are encouraged to take a seat in the church pews.   Various raffle winners are drawn by the audience.  The LIVE AUCTION begins.  Ten items are reserved for the live auction.  In the past, items such as vacations, hot air balloon rides, sporting event (Michigan football, Redwings, Tigers) tickets, have been available.  Following the live auction, LOTWA students and the drama club perform what in the past have been fabulous shows on varying topics displaying their talents. 

Winners pay for their purchases (cash, check or credit card) at the check-out area afterward (during the entertainment the CLC is quickly converted from a display area to a distribution and payment area) and winners take their items home at the end of the event.


How much can we expect to earn from our auction?
Net profit is hard to predict as it varies from year-to-year.  In general, profit depends on the number of auction items we secure, the value of the items, the number of guests attending, and our overhead costs such as publicity, refreshments, and printing costs.  In the recent past the PTO has earned anywhere from $17,000 -30,000.

How Does the Auction Get Donations?
Ask, ask, ask.  A team of unabashed volunteers go door-to-door in the business community and make phone calls to larger companies. The auction would not be successful without this team and help is always needed.  Not only do they need solicitors but also behind the scenes assistance: communicating with donors, filling out the paperwork and physically collecting donations just prior to the auction.  This is the team that makes it happen!!!!

What is the Class Project My Child Keeps Talking About?
Teachers and their students develop themed baskets and artwork, which always garners a lot of competitive bidding to bring home the Class Project.  It’s a nice memory keepsake.  Ideally we’ll have one or two volunteers assigned to each grade, so a minimum of 5 people are needed.


What Is The Family Challenge?
Every family is challenged to get involved with the donation process.  It is expected that every family secure at least one donation (Do you know someone who works in management for (owns) a company that might make a contribution?).   And/Or families can make a gift (or gift basket) themselves.  Get the kids involved, they really get excited about putting together a basket and feeling like they are helping out.  And, they have great insight into what other kids will ask their parents to bid on.  The Justin Beiber-themed basket last year was a huge success!  

How Big Does A Donation or Basket Donation have to be?
No gift is too small, smaller items are grouped together to form a larger gift basket.  To increase the per item value of baskets, we have a target minimum value of $50 per basket, but again, no gift is too small.  Since this is our single biggest fundraiser, we are looking for 100% participation from every family.

What If We Can’t Afford To Donate A Basket?
Consider offering a service, they typically get higher bids than a store bought item.  Hot items are often service donations such as skilled house painting, carpet cleaning, handy-man hours, house cleaning, teaching piano, tutoring in reading or math, calligraphy work, etc.  

What Kind of “Basket” Should I Donate?  Creative auction items stir the most interest amongst bidders.  One-of-a-kind experiences and “priceless” items usually bring high bids.  

Volunteers Are Needed at Every Level
Don’t underestimate the amount of work involved.  It takes a lot to make this event happen.  On the positive side, there are great financial benefits to the school and our kids as a result.   To the volunteers personally: rarely does anyone work alone in an effort, so friendships are formed and bonding occurs amongst those who choose to get involved.  Help is also needed after the auction.  Help would be appreciated in May, sending thank-you notes to all our donors.

Is There A Pre-View Catalog ?
At check-in, guests are provided with an auction program that lists the entertainment participants (drama club members), a description of the teacher-donated items, “fun ads” that parents submit expressing love and support for their LOTWA student as well as ads from the local community.   A list of available items at Lightoftheworld.org to help you plan your bidding. 

How Expensive Are The Items Typically?  
Our auction offers items at a variety of price points.  We have had successful bid winners at $5 for kids haircuts as well as $2,000 for a week stay at an Oceanside condo in Florida.  The best results for the school will come from inviting a variety of potential bidders.  Please invite your friends, neighbors and extended family.

What is the cost of Admission to the Auction?
$5 per person (performers are free!).  This helps to cover the cost of refreshments.
